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Editorial: Library more than books 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 
Starting Aug. 4, the Kokomo-Howard County Public Library will be able to 


claim a very special title. 


“[The library] will become what is thought to be the first library in the world 
to host a piece of art by the street artist Banksy,” Caele Pemberton, Tribune 


reporter, wrote in today’s front page story. 


“The well-known, stealthy Banksy has created coveted political and social 
commentary street art around the world. The KHCPL will display a piece 
Banksy created in San Francisco on the side of a bed and breakfast, titled 


‘Haight Street Rat.’” 


According to Lisa Fipps, director of marketing and community engagement 
at the KHCPL, other libraries have hosted displays with posters or prints of 
his work, but Fipps said as far as she can tell, the KHCPL is the first to host 


the actual piece. 


“She added in a press release that the piece, if sold, could bring in more 


than $1 million,” reported Pemberton. 


While this is an indescribably cool opportunity for our local library, regular 
patrons shouldn’t be completely shocked by this turn. Over the years, the 
KHCPL has transformed into much more than a repository for books. It has 
become a vibrant part of the community, with main branch serving as a vital 


hub in the heart of our downtown. 


Readers of this newspaper will be well familiar with the KHCPL’s diverse 
offerings. From genealogy to special events like this one, there’s always 
much more happening than outsiders might suspect. We should be thankful 
to have such a valuable resource right here in Kokomo. Much larger 


metropolitan areas would be lucky to have the library system we do. 


